INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER
a large number of children in the Yorkshire Dales, and
found some surprising instances of remote talent.
Some of the schools (she tells us)* were only reached after a walk
of many miles over the fells, and , . . at these schools, far from
any village, and attended by children hvmg in lonely farms on
the moors, sometimes three or four miles from the school, the
performance at the tests was almost invariably above the average
for the Dales as a whole. In these remoter Dales 84 per cent,
of the children were above the average for the Dales as a whole in
the Reasoning Test, and 74 per cent, in the Memory Test, while
very marked ability was not infrequently shown in the case of
individual children.
In 1921 and 1922 the present writer devised, and
standardized by preliminary experiments, group tests
which were administered to large numbers of children in
the schools of Northumberland, about 3,000 in the former
and 14,000 in the latter year. The primary object of
these tests was to discover children worthy of free secondary
education among those elementary schools which had not
sent in any candidates for the orthodox examination in
English and mathematics on which such free scholarships
were usually awarded. For it was feared that the lack of
candidates from these schools might at least in part be
due to a feeling that in such an examination their pupils
could not successfully compete with the more favourably
situated town children. The distribution of intelligence
suggested by the 1921 tests was that the highest ability
was found close to the cities and far away from the cities,
as though the intermediate areas had been drained by
selection.
In 1922, when larger numbers were available, this
phenomenon was, though less well marked, still I think
apparent. Northumberland is divisible into an urban area
along the River Tyne, bordered by a densely populated
coalfield, beyond which lies the large and sparsely popu-
lated hill region of the Cheviots. In the urban region the
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